How Popular is Your Program?

Statistical Analysis and Report

In this assignment, you will:

· Research and collect one-variable data on the number of graduates over a 10-year period from an apprenticeship or college program of your choice

· Analyze, interpret and draw conclusions from data 

· You will submit a printed report that includes the information described in parts A through B below (make sure you include a Title Page)

Part A: Research

· Go to http://www.statcan.gc.ca/edu/index-eng.htm
· Click on E-STAT 

· Click on “accept and enter”

· Click “Table of Contents”

· Under “People” select “Education, training and learning.” What type of data can you expect to find here?  ________________________________________

· Select table #477-0006 if you wish to pursue a Community College Program or select table #477-0052 if you wish to pursue an Apprenticeship Training Program

· Generate 3 tables (Ontario for both sexes combined, Ontario for Males, and Ontario for Females) containing the most recent 10 years of data concerning the number of graduates in your program of interest (for Community College Program this will appear under “last year completed”). If you look under the Apprenticeship Training Program (477-0052) you will see it says “terminated”.  You can only find data up until 2007.  So search for data from 1997-2007.

· When you RETRIEVE DATA, select as an “individual time series”

· Choose to download data as CSV (comma separated file) file: time as rows.

· SAVE the file – you may need to click on yellow bar at top of screen first.

· Change to name to CAREER.CSV and save it

Part B: Presenting Data

· Open your file in Open Calc.

· Calculate the measures of central tendency: 

1. mean

2. median

3. mode 

· What do these numbers tell you about the typical number of graduates from your program of choice?

· Calculate the measures of spread:  

1. Interquartile range (you need to calculate Q1 and Q3 first)

2. Standard Deviation

· What do these numbers tell you about the variation in the number of graduates from your program of choice each year?

Part C: Discussion and Conclusions

· Use your analysis and graphs to (i) describe the trends in data; (ii) compare similarities and differences between the number of male graduates versus the number of female graduates in your program; 

· Reflect on whether your research and calculations would affect your decision to enrol in the chosen post-secondary education. State your conclusions.

